


Founded in 1849, Prospect Hill Cemetery is our area’s largest and most historic 
cemetery, composed of 170 acres in North York and Manchester Township.

It is a home of special remembrance for our nation, our community, and all of the families 
who treat it as sacred ground. The list of patriots buried here begins with Philip 
Livingston who was a signer of the Declaration of Independence. Soldiers Circle, also 
on cemetery property, is a federally owned site given to America

 

after the Civil War. It 
serves as a final resting place for soldiers who died of their wounds after the Battle of 
Gettysburg.

From past to present, our mission is to pay tribute to the nation’s bravest men and women. 
Our Iraq/Afghanistan War Flag Memorial currently displays more than 5,000 flags in 
honor of the servicemen and women who have lost their lives in Iraq and Afghanistan. 

The story of Prospect Hill is the story of York. With over 60 acres of property still to 
be developed, the future for this important community treasure promises to be as 
important as its distinguished past. 





The cemetery is part of the Victorian rural cemetery movement that saw large, beautifully 
landscaped properties developed to provide inspirational "green space" outside the teeming 

cities of early industrial America.



Prospect Hill is a place of beauty and remembrance. It is home to some of the 
finest cemetery sculptures in the nation.



----The office at Prospect Hill Cemetery---

This building served as the gate lodge. It is one of the oldest buildings designed by 
prominent architect J.A. Dempwolf.



This historic building found on the premises was built at the same time as our office 
building. The structure, also designed by architect J.A. Dempwolf, was used as a 

stable. Presently, this building serves as a maintenance facility.



This stone barn sits in the middle of the cemetery property. It was originally part of the 
Updergraff farm. A stone marker dates its construction to 1800. The date stone also 

carries the inscription “Amicable Emig.”



From past to present, families have chosen a variety of ways to remember their loved ones at 
Prospect Hill Cemetery. The Celtic cross is one example of the elaborate monuments which have 
been erected here. The cathedral spire monument in the background marks the Small family plot.



With time, people’s tastes in memorialization have changed. Prospect Hill serves diverse 
tastes by offering the latest in memorial choices. Memorial Gardens is a section of the 
cemetery where memorials are flush to the ground. This type of memorialization became 

popular in the 1950’s.



This is the region’s first community mausoleum. The first entombment here 
occurred in 1915.



----

 

St. John’s Mausoleum ---

This garden crypt mausoleum was built in 2001, almost a century after the first mausoleum 
erected in prospect hill.  the chambers can be accessed from the

 

outside. St. John’s Mausoleum 
is the third community mausoleum in Prospect Hill Cemetery.



Prospect Hill is home to more than 26 private mausoleums. This photograph shows the 
newest private mausoleum commissioned by Donald Bricker. It was built and designed in 2006 

with the help of cemetery staff. 



---

 

The Old Rugged Cross columbarium ---

The columbarium contains both single and companion niches where urns can be placed. The 
staff at Prospect Hill has developed a wide range of options for

 

cremation disposition, with 
the goal of meeting any family’s needs.



One of the most historic 
graves at the cemetery is 
that of Declaration of 

Independence signer 
Philip Livingston. 

Livingston died in York 
in 1778 while 
attending the 

Continental Congress 
as a delegate from 

New York.



Many of York’s well-known early industrialists, politicians, 
and professional people are buried in Prospect Hill Cemetery.



Prospect Hill cemetery is the final resting place for patriots from every war in 
which our country has participated.

Soldiers’

 

Circle is located in one of the early sections of the cemetery.

 

173 Civil 
War Veterans are buried there.  Most of those who are buried in this section died 

while being hospitalized in the Civil War Hospital established in York in 1862.



---

 

Soldiers’

 

Circle ---

The circle is a federally 
owned site given to America 

after the Civil war. 



A marker also honors five unknown confederate soldiers also buried at prospect 
hill cemetery.

Confederate forces spent five days in York County.



This monument was 
erected in the early 

20th

 

century in 
honor of the Laurel 

Fire Company.

According to some 
historians, the 

Laurel Fire Company 
was the first 

established fire 
department in York 

county.



A walking tour 
around the premises 

showcases numerous 
other significant 

burial sites.

The tombstone next 
to the tree marks the 

grave of Mary 
“Mammy”

 

Ruggles 
(1805-1874). In 1860, 
Ruggles was a slave 
who often delivered 

homemade breads and 
cakes to wounded 
soldiers. When the 

Confederates 
entered York in June 

of 1863, she took 
down the hospital 

flag, wrapped it 
under her hoop skirt 
and walked past the 
Confederates. After 

the confederate 
armies left, ruggles 
returned the flag to 

the hospital.



A rich Civil War history has made Prospect Hill Cemetery home to

 

many Civil 
War re-enactors.



This photograph shows a gun salute during a wreathe laying ceremony for Captain William H. Lanius. 

In august, 1861, Lanius enlisted as a private in Company A, 87th

 

Regiment. He was promoted to Captain 
while fighting alongside his regiment in several Civil War engagements. Captain Lanius later became 

one of York County’s leading businessmen.



Re-enactors offer a gun salute during a wreathe laying ceremony to honor Colonel 
James Stahle.



Prospect Hill’s goal is to preserve, protect and enhance York's historic heritage.



In August of 2005, Prospect Hill Cemetery decided to continue our tradition of honoring 
America’s bravest men and women. 

We erected the Iraq/Afghanistan War Flag Memorial.



The Iraq/Afghanistan War Flag Memorial was created as a non-political 
display and a show of respect to our nation’s fallen heroes.

more than 5,000 flags have been erected in honor of the servicemen and 
women who have lost their lives in Iraq and Afghanistan. 

A separate section contains flags dedicated to Pennsylvania’s fallen 
troops.



The York County Honor Guard uses the flag display during a flag retirement ceremony. 
This event was made possible with the help of Heffner Funeral Chapels & Crematory and 

the West York VFW.



In four years, we have held 16 updating ceremonies. At each event, the names of the latest 
war casualties are announced. Consequently, a flag is placed into the ground and a bell 

is tolled.



Sergeant Phil Heffner has knelt over a 1000 times while planting

 

flags into the 
ground.



The flag updating ceremony has become a community event, where many people come to 
pay their respects.



With the help of Bill Duerr, owner of  Feathered Memories, a dove release is included to 
symbolize our fallen heroes. Duerr is a Vietnam Veteran who understands the importance 

of paying tribute to our troops.



The state flags are placed to honor soldiers from Pennsylvania who have made the 
ultimate sacrifice to their country. 



Name tags are included in the Pennsylvania display.



Families from around the region come to witness the memorial.



Gold Star Family Members have been a big part of the ceremony. They are relatives of 
soldiers who have been killed in action. 



For the past two years, Gold Star Family Members have volunteered to put up thousands of 
flags in the spring. 



Gold Star Family Members read the names of Pennsylvania’s fallen soldiers 
before placing their flags into the ground.



Nathaniel and Logan Cutchall lost their father in Iraq on September 29, 2003. 

Their father was Army Staff Sergeant Christopher Cutchall.



Dana Shearon lost her brother in Iraq on August 9, 2005.

Her brother was Army National Guard Corporal Gennaro Pellegrini,

 

Jr.



Cher Kondor lost her son in Iraq on April 29, 2004.

Her son was Army Specialist Martin Kondor.



Deb and Ron Etheridge lost their son in Iraq on July 18, 2007.

Their son was Army Specialist Zachary Clouser.



Lynette Runyan lost her son in Iraq on February 17, 2008.

Her son was Army Corporal Luke Smyser Runyan.



These parents came from West Chester in order to honor 
their son’s memory.



Nathaniel and Logan salute with their mother, Donna, during a flag updating ceremony at 
Prospect Hill.



As a new addition to the flag updating ceremony, nine Fallen Heroes 
Banners were unveiled in 2008. 

The banners are requested by family members and are sponsored by

 

local 
businesses. the featured soldiers have a connection to York County.



Prospect Hill has a rich history of commitment to our nation’s veterans. It is the only 
cemetery locally which displays the American flag, along with the Service flag, during a 

veteran’s burial service.



In the future, Prospect Hill plans on continuing its patriotic traditions. The Court of 
Valor memorial will be unveiled in 2009 for our 160th

 

anniversary. At no charge, the 
names of veterans who were awarded valor medals will be incised on the monument.

A volunteer panel of veterans has determined what criteria will qualify soldiers for 
this unique honor.



If you believe you or 
someone you know should 
be included on the Court 

of Valor, please call 
Prospect Hill Cemetery at 

843-8006. 

You can also visit us on our 
website at 

www.prospecthill.org. 
online, you can fill out an 

electronic application.



Throughout its history, Prospect Hill has supported our 
veterans. We stand proudly next to them and thank them for 

their service!
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